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PREFACE
In 1980, editor and publisher Moshe Y. Sachs set out to create the Worldmark Encyclopedia of the
Nations, a new kind of reference work that would view every nation of the world as if through a
“world mirror” and not from the perspective of any one country or group of countries. In 1981, a
companion volume, the Worldmark Encyclopedia of the States, was introduced. It was selected as an
“Outstanding Reference Source” by the Reference Sources Committee of the American Library Association, Reference and Adult Services Division. Thomson Gale now offers a revised and updated
seventh edition of the Worldmark Encyclopedia of the States.

The fitness of the United States of America as a subject for encyclopedic study is plain.
No discussion of world politics, economics, culture, technology, or military affairs would
be complete without an intensive examination of the American achievement. What is not
so obvious is why the editors chose to present this work as an encyclopedia of the states
rather than of the United States. In so doing, they emphasize the fact that the United States
is a federal union of separate states with divergent histories, traditions, resources, laws, and
economic interests.
Every state, large or small, is treated in an individual chapter, within a framework of 50
standard subject headings; generally, the more populous the state, the longer the article.
The District of Columbia and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico each have their own
chapters, and two additional articles describe in summary the other Caribbean and Pacific
dependencies. The concluding chapter is an overview of the nation as a whole. Supplementing
this textual material are tables of conversions and abbreviations, a glossary, and more than
50 black-and-white maps prepared especially for this encyclopedia.
Publication of this encyclopedia was a collective effort that enlisted the talents of scholars,
government agencies, editor-writers, artists, cartographers, typesetters, proofreaders,
and many others. Perhaps only those involved in the production of reference books fully
appreciate how complex that endeavor can be. Readers customarily expect that a reference
book will be correct in every particular; and yet, by the time it has been on the shelves for
a few months, a conscientious editor may already have a long list of improvements and
corrections to be made in a subsequent edition. We invite you, the reader, to add your
suggestions to our list.
Send comments to:
Worldmark Encyclopedia of the States
Thomson Gale
27500 Drake Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
The Editors
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G U I D E T O S TAT E A R T I C L E S
All information contained within a state article is uniformly keyed by means of small superior
numerals to the left of the subject headings. A heading such as “Population,” for example, carries the same key numeral (6) in every article. Thus, to find information about the population
of Alabama, consult the table of contents for the page number where the Alabama article begins and look for section 6 thereunder.
Introductory matter for each state includes:

Origin of state name
Nickname
Capital
Date and order of statehood
Song
Motto
Flag
Official seal
Symbols (animal, tree, flower, etc.)
Legal holidays
Time zone

SUBJECT HEADINGS IN NUMERICAL ORDER

SUBJECT HEADINGS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Agriculture
Animal husbandry
Armed forces
Arts
Banking
Bibliography
Climate
Commerce
Communications
Consumer protection
Economic policy
Economy
Education
Energy and power
Environmental protection
Ethnic groups
Famous persons
Fishing
Flora and fauna
Forestry
Health
History
Housing
Income
Industry
Insurance

Location, size, and extent
Topography
Climate
Flora and fauna
Environmental protection
Population
Ethnic groups
Languages
Religions
Transportation
History
State government
Political parties
Local government
State services
Judicial system
Armed forces
Migration
Intergovernmental cooperation
Economy
Income
Labor
Agriculture
Animal husbandry
Fishing
Forestry

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Mining
Energy and power
Industry
Commerce
Consumer protection
Banking
Insurance
Securities
Public finance
Taxation
Economic policy
Health
Social welfare
Housing
Education
Arts
Libraries and museums
Communications
Press
Organizations
Tourism, travel, and
recreation
Sports
Famous persons
Bibliography

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS
A fiscal split year is indicated by a stroke (e.g. 1994/95).
A dollar sign ($) stands for US$ unless otherwise indicated.
Note that 1 billion = 1,000 million = 109.
The use of a small dash (e.g., 1990–94) normally signifies the full period of
calendar years covered (including the end year indicated).
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NOTES
GENERAL NOTE: In producing the seventh edition of Worldmark Encyclopedia of the States,
the editors were aided by the wealth of information now available from state governments
on the World Wide Web. The information included in this volume from postings by state
agencies was supplemented by data from The Council of State Governments, the Census
Bureau, the Bureau of Economic Analysis, the National Center for Education Statistics,
the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the Department of Energy, the National Science Board, the
National Center for Health Statistics, the Federal Highway Administration, the Department
of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of the Interior, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, and a wide variety of additional federal agencies and offices.
This state and federal information was indispensable to Worldmark editors in revising state
articles. Space does not permit listing of the hundreds of additional documents from private
sources which were consulted for each state’s entry. Listed below are notable sources of data
which were used in revising a majority of entries.
MAPS: The maps of the states were produced by the University of Akron Laboratory
for Cartographic and Spatial Analysis under the direction of Joseph W. Stoll. The maps
originated from the United States Geological Survey 1:2,000,000 Digital Line Graphs
(DLG). Additional sources used to determine and verify the positioning of text and
symbols include 1990 United States Census Data, USGS 1:500,000 Topographic State Maps,
brochures and maps from the state visitor bureaus, and the Rand McNally United States
Road Atlas. For definitions of abbreviations used on the maps please refer to the section
entitled “Abbreviations and Acronyms” appearing on page xi.
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: Recognizing the trend toward use of the metric system
throughout the United States, the text provides metric equivalents for customary measures
of length and area, and both Fahrenheit and Centigrade expressions for temperature.
Production figures are expressed exclusively in the prevailing customary units.
LOCATION, SIZE, AND EXTENT: The lengths of interstate boundary segments and
the total lengths of state boundaries appear in roman type when derived from official
government sources; italic type indicates data derived from other sources. Discrepancies
in the boundary lengths of neighboring states as specified by official sources arise from
divergent methodologies of measurement.
FLORA AND FAUNA: Discussions of endangered species are based on the List of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants maintained by the Fish and Wildlife Service
of the US Department of the Interior, and on data supplied by the states.
POPULATION: Population figures are from data released by the US Census Bureau’s
Population Estimates Program as of 2006. These data can be found at http://eire.census.gov/
popest/estimates.php together with a wide variety of additional economic and demographic
data collected by the US Department of Commerce and other related federal agencies.
Tables of counties, county seats, county areas, and estimates of county populations as of
2006 accompany the articles on the 14 most populous states; the editors regret that space
limitations prevented the publication of such a table for each state. Because of rounding of
numbers, county areas in these tables may not equal the total.
LANGUAGES: Examples of lexical and pronunciation patterns cited in the text are meant
to suggest the historic development of principal linguistic features and should not be taken
as a comprehensive statement of current usage. Data on languages spoken in the home were
obtained from “Languages Spoken at Home: 2000” issued online at http://factfinder.census.
gov by the US Census Bureau.
TRANSPORTATION: Transportation statistics were compiled from the Transportation
Profile for each of the states and the District of Columbia published by the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, US Department of Transportation.
JUDICIAL SYSTEM: Uniform Crime Reports for the United States, published annually by
viii

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and embodying the FBI Crime Index (tabulations of offenses known to the police), was the principal source for the crime statistics cited in the text.
ARMED FORCES: The number of veterans of US military service are as reported by
Census Bureau as of 2006. Additional data came from the State Summary reports prepared
by the Office of Public Affairs, Media Relations, Department of Veterans Affairs.
INCOME: Data on income was extracted in part from State BEARFACTS 1994 – 2004
published online at http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/bearfacts by the Bureau of Economic
Analysis of the US Department of Commerce.
LABOR: Statistics on the labor force and union membership were obtained from Bureau
of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor and are available online at http://
www.bls.gov.
ENERGY AND POWER: Data for proved reserves and production of fossil fuels were
derived from publications of the American Gas Association, American Petroleum Institute,
National Coal Association, and US Department of Energy. Data on nuclear power facilities
were obtained from the Nuclear Information and Resource Service and from state sources.
INSURANCE: The principal statistical sources for information on insurance were annual
publications of the Insurance Information Institute and the American Council of Life
Insurance.
PUBLIC FINANCE: Tables of state government revenues and expenditures were obtained
from 2004 State Government Tax Collections and State Government Finances: 2004 issued by
the US Census Bureau and available online at http://www.census.gov/govs/www/statetax02.
html and http://www.census.gov/govs.state. Additional information came from the official
web sites of the individual states.
HEALTH: The principal statistical sources for hospitals and medical personnel were
annual publications of the American Dental Association, American Hospital Association,
and American Medical Association.
LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS: In most cases, library and museum names are listed in the
American Library Directory by R. R. Bowker, and the Official Museum Directory, compiled
by the National Register Publishing Co. in cooperation with the American Association of
Museums.
PRESS: Circulation data follow the 2005 Editor & Publisher International Yearbook.
FAMOUS PERSONS: Entries are current through July 2006. Where a person described
in one state is known to have been born in another, the state of birth follows the personal
name, in parentheses.
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Bibliographies are intended as a guide to landmark works on each state
for further research and not as a listing of sources in preparing the articles. Such listings
would have far exceeded space limitations.
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C O N V E R S I O N TA B L E S *
1 avoirdupois ounce ................................................0.0283495 kilogram
1 troy ounce ..............................................................0.0311035 kilogram
1 avoirdupois pound .................................................0.453592 kilogram
1 avoirdupois pound .................................................0.00453592 quintal
1 hundred weight (cwt., 112 lb) .....................................0.50802 quintal
1 short ton (2,000 lb) ..............................................0.907185 metric ton
1 long ton (2,240 lb) ..............................................1.016047 metric tons

LENGTH
1 centimeter ............................................................................0.3937 inch
1 centimeter ....................................................................0.03280833 foot
1 meter (100 centimeters) ..................................................3.280833 feet
1 meter .........................................................................1.093611 US yards
1 kilometer (1,000 meters) .....................................0.62137 statute mile
1 kilometer ...........................................................0.539957 nautical mile
1 inch ......................................................................2.540005 centimeters
1 foot (12 inches) .....................................................30.4801 centimeters
1 US yard (3 feet) .............................................................0.914402 meter
1 statute mile (5,280 feet; 1,760 yards) .................1.609347 kilometers
1 British mile ............................................................1.609344 kilometers
1 nautical mile (1.1508 statute miles
or 6,076.10333 feet) .......................................................1.852 kilometers
1 British nautical mile (6,080 feet) ..........................1.85319 kilometers

ELECTRIC ENERGY
1 horsepower (hp) ...........................................................0.7457 kilowatt
1 kilowatt (kw) .........................................................1.34102 horsepower

TEMPERATURE
Celsius (C) ................................................................Fahrenheit–32 x 5/9
Fahrenheit (F) .................................................................9/5 Celsius + 32

AREA
1 sq centimeter ..............................................................0.154999 sq inch
1 sq meter (10,000 sq centimeters) ..............................10.76387 sq feet
1 sq meter ...................................................................1.1959585 sq yards
1 hectare (10,000 sq meters) ..............................................2.47104 acres
1 sq kilometer (100 hectares) ......................................0.386101 sq mile
1 sq inch .............................................................6.451626 sq centimeters
1 sq foot (144 sq inches) ............................................0.092903 sq meter
1 sq yard (9 sq feet) ....................................................0.836131 sq meter
1 acre (4,840 sq yards) ..................................................0.404687 hectare
1 sq mile (640 acres) ..........................................2.589998 sq kilometers

BUSHELS
lb
48
50
56
52
56
32
34
60
42
45
56
60
60
60

metric ton
0.021772
0.022680
0.025401
0.023587
0.025401
0.014515
0.015422
0.027216
0.019051
0.020412
0.025401
0.027216
0.027216
0.027216

bushels per
metric ton
45.931
44.092
39.368
42.396
39.368
68.894
64.842
36.743
52.491
48.991
39.368
36.743
36.743
36.743

lb

kg

bags per
metric ton

132.28
152.12
185.63

60
69
84.2

16.667
14.493
11.876

metric ton
0.177808
0.180000
0.217724
0.226796

bales per
metric ton
5.624
5.555
4.593
4.409

Barley (US)
(UK)
Corn (UK, US)
Linseed (UK)
(Australia, US)
Oats (US)
(Canada)
Potatoes (UK, US)
Rice (Australia)
(US)
Rye (UK, US)
(Australia)
Soybeans (US)
Wheat (UK, US)

VOLUME
1 cubic centimeter ...................................................0.061023 cubic inch
1 cubic meter
(1,000,000 cubic centimeters) .................................35.31445 cubic feet
1 cubic meter ..........................................................1.307943 cubic yards
1 cubic inch ................................................16.387162 cubic centimeters
1 cubic foot (1,728 cubic inches) ........................0.028317 cubic meter
1 cubic yard (27 cubic feet) ..................................0.764559 cubic meter

BAGS OF COFFEE

LIQUID MEASURE
Brazil, Columbia
Mexico, Venezuela
El Salvador
Haiti

1 liter ......................................................................0.8799 imperial quart
1 liter ............................................................................1.05671 US quarts
1 hectoliter ........................................................21.9975 imperial gallons
1 hectoliter .................................................................26.4178 US gallons
1 imperial quart .................................................................1.136491 liters
1 US quart ............................................................................0.946333 liter
1 imperial gallon .........................................................0.04546 hectoliter
1 US gallon .................................................................0.037853 hectoliter

BALES OF COTTON
India
Brazil
US (net)
US (gross)

WEIGHT
1 kilogram (1,000 grams) ........................35.27396 avoirdupois ounces
1 kilogram ..............................................................32.15074 troy ounces
1 kilogram ................................................2.204622 avoirdupois pounds
1 quintal (100 kg) ....................................220.4622 avoirdupois pounds
1 quintal ........................................................1.9684125 hundredweights
1 metric ton (1,000 kg) ............................................1.102311 short tons
1 metric ton .................................................................0.984206 long ton

lb
392
397
480
500

PETROLEUM
One barrel = 42 US gallons = 34.97 imperial gallons = 158.99 liters =
0.15899 cubic meter (or 1 cubic meter = 6.2898 barrels).

*Includes units of measure cited in the text, as well as certain other units employed in parts of the English-speaking world.
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A B B R E V I AT I O N S A N D A C R O N Y M S
ad—Anno Domini
AFDC—Aid to Families with Dependent Children
AFL–CIO—American Federation of Labor–
Congress of Industrial Organizations
am—before noon
AM—amplitude modulation
American Ind.—American Independent Party
Amtrak—National Railroad Passenger Corp.
b.—born
bc—Before Christ
Btu—British thermal unit(s)
bu—bushel(s)
c.—circa (about)
c—Celsius (Centigrade)
CIA—Central Intelligence Agency
cm—centimeter(s)
Co.—company
comp.—compiler
Conrail—Consolidated Rail Corp.
Corp.—corporation
Cr.—creek
CST—Central Standard Time
cu—cubic
cwt—hundredweight(s)
d.—died
D—Democrat
e—evening
e—east
ed.—edition, editor
e.g.—exempli gratia (for example)
EPA—Environmental Protection Agency
est.—estimated
EST—Eastern Standard Time
et al.—et alii (and others)

etc.—et cetera (and so on)
f—Fahrenheit
FBI—Federal Bureau of Investigation
FCC—Federal Communications Commission
FM—frequency modulation
For.—forest
Ft.—fort
ft—foot, feet
GDP—gross domestic product
gm—gram
GMT—Greenwich Mean Time
GNP—gross national product
GRT—gross registered tons
Hist.—historic
I—interstate (highway)
i.e.—id est (that is)
in—inch(es)
Inc.—incorporated
Ind. Res.—Indian Reservation
Is.—isle, island
Jct.—junction
K—kindergarten
kg—kilogram(s)
km—kilometer(s)
km/hr—kilometers per hour
kw—kilowatt(s)
kwh—kilowatt-hour(s)
lb—pound(s)
m—meter(s); morning
m3—cubic meter(s)
Mem.—memorial
mi—mile(s)
Mil. Res.—military reservation
Mon.—monument

mph—miles per hour
MST—Mountain Standard Time
Mt.—mount
Mtn.—mountain
mw—megawatt(s)
n—north
NA—not available
Natl.—National
Natl. Mon.—national monument
NATO—North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NCAA—National Collegiate Athletic Association
n.d.—no date
N.F.—national forest
N.P.—national park
N.W.R.—national wildlife refuge
oz—ounce(s)
pm—after noon
PST—Pacific Standard Time
r.—reigned
R—Republican
Ra.—range
Res.—reservoir, reservation
rev. ed.—revised edition
s—south
S—Sunday
Soc.—Socialist
S.P.—senic point
sq—square
St.—saint, state
UN—United Nations
US—United States
USIA—United States Information Agency
w—west
W.M.A.—wildlife management area

NAMES OF STATES AND OTHER SELECTED AREAS

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Standard
Abbreviation(s)
Ala.
*
Ariz.
Ark.
Calif.
Colo.
Conn.
Del.
D.C.
Fla.
Ga.
*
*
Ill.
Ind.
*
Kans. (Kan.)
Ky.
La.
Me.
Md.
Mass.
Mich.
Minn.
Miss.
Mo.
Mont.

Postal
Abbreviation
AL
AK
AZ
AR
CA
CO
CT
DE
DC
FL
GA
HI
ID
IL
IN
IA
KS
KY
LA
ME
MD
MA
MI
MN
MS
MO
MT

Nebraska

Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Virgin Islands
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
*No standard abbreviation

xi

Nebr. (Neb.)
Standard
Abbreviation(s)
Nev.
N.H.
N.J.
N.Mex. (N.M.)
N.Y.
N.C.
N.Dak. (N.D.)
*
Okla.
Oreg. (Ore.)
Pa.
P.R.
R.I.
S.C.
S.Dak. (S.D.)
Tenn.
Tex.
*
Vt.
Va.
V.I.
Wash.
W.Va.
Wis.
Wyo.

NE
Postal
Abbreviation
NV
NH
NJ
NM
NY
NC
ND
OH
OK
OR
PA
PR
RI
SC
SD
TN
TX
UT
VT
VA
VI
WA
WV
WI
WY

GLOSSARY
INSTALLED CAPACITY: the maximum possible output of electric
power at any given time.
MAYOR-COUNCIL SYSTEM: a system of local government under
which an elected council serves as a legislature and an elected mayor is the chief administrator.
MEDICAID: a federal-state program that helps defray the hospital
and medical costs of needy persons.
MEDICARE: a program of hospital and medical insurance for the elderly, administered by the federal government.
METROPOLITAN AREA: in most cases, a city and its surrounding
suburbs.
NO-FAULT INSURANCE: an automobile insurance plan that allows
an accident victim to receive payment from an insurance company
without having to prove who was responsible for the accident.
NORTHERN, NORTH MIDLAND: major US dialect regions.
OMBUDSMAN: a public official empowered to hear and investigate
complaints by private citizens about government agencies.
PER CAPITA: per person.
POCKET VETO: a method by which a state governor (or the US president) may kill a bill by taking no action on it before the legislature
adjourns.
PROVED RESERVES: the quantity of a recoverable mineral resource
(such as oil or natural gas) that is still in the ground.
PUBLIC DEBT: the amount owed by a government.
RELIGIOUS ADHERENTS: the followers of a religious group, including (but not confined to) the full, confirmed, or communicant
members of that group.
RETAIL TRADE: the sale of goods directly to the consumer.
REVENUE SHARING: the distribution of federal tax receipts to state
and local governments.
RIGHT-TO-WORK LAW: a measure outlawing any attempt to require union membership as a condition of employment.
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION: a bank that invests the savings of depositors primarily in home mortgage loans.
SERVICE INDUSTRIES: industries that provide services (e.g., health,
legal, automotive repair) for individuals, businesses, and others.
SOCIAL SECURITY: as commonly understood, the federal system of
old age, survivors, and disability insurance.
SOUTHERN, SOUTH MIDLAND: major US dialect regions.
STOLPORT: an airfield for short-takeoff-and-landing (STOL) aircraft, which require runways shorter than those used by conventional aircraft.
SUNBELT: the southernmost states of the United States, extending
from Florida to California.
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME: a federally administered
program of aid to the aged, blind, and disabled.
TIDAL SHORELINE: a detailed measurement of the US seacoast that
includes sounds, bays, other outlets, and offshore islands.
TIME DEPOSIT: a bank deposit that may be withdrawn only at the
end of a specified time period or upon advance notice to the bank.
VALUE ADDED BY MANUFACTURE: the difference, measured in
dollars, between the value of finished goods and the cost of the materials needed to produce them.
WHOLESALE TRADE: the sale of goods, usually in large quantities,
for ultimate resale to consumers.

ANTEBELLUM: before the US Civil War.
BLUE LAWS: laws forbidding certain practices (e.g., conducting
business, gaming, drinking liquor), especially on Sundays.
CAPITAL BUDGET: a financial plan for acquiring and improving
buildings or land, paid for by the sale of bonds.
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: punishment by death.
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE: all persons 16 years of age or older who
are not in the armed forces and who are now holding a job, have
been temporarily laid off, are waiting to be reassigned to a new position, or are unemployed but actively looking for work.
CLASS I RAILROAD: a railroad having gross annual revenues of
$83.5 million or more in 1983.
COMMERCIAL BANK: a bank that offers businesses and individuals a variety of banking services, including the right of withdrawal
by check.
COMPACT: a formal agreement, covenant, or understanding between two or more parties.
CONSOLIDATED BUDGET: a financial plan that includes the general budget, federal funds, and all special funds.
CONSTANT DOLLARS: money values calculated so as to eliminate
the effect of inflation on prices and income.
CONTINENTAL CLIMATE: the climate typical of the US interior,
having distinct seasons, a wide range of daily and annual temperatures, and dry, sunny summers.
COUNCIL-MANAGER SYSTEM: a system of local government under which a professional administrator is hired by an elected council to carry out its laws and policies.
CREDIT UNION: a cooperative body that raises funds from its members by the sale of shares and makes loans to its members at relatively low interest rates.
CURRENT DOLLARS: money values that reflect prevailing prices,
without excluding the effects of inflation.
DEMAND DEPOSIT: a bank deposit that can be withdrawn by the
depositor with no advance notice to the bank.
ELECTORAL VOTES: the votes that a state may cast for president,
equal to the combined total of its US senators and representatives
and nearly always cast entirely on behalf of the candidate who won
the most votes in that state on Election Day.
ENDANGERED SPECIES: a type of plant or animal threatened with
extinction in all or part of its natural range.
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL: a level of money income below which
a person or family qualifies for US government aid.
FISCAL YEAR: a 12-month period for accounting purposes.
FOOD STAMPS: coupons issued by the government to low-income
persons for food purchases at local stores.
GENERAL BUDGET: a financial plan based on a government’s normal revenues and operating expenses, excluding special funds.
GENERAL COASTLINE: a measurement of the general outline of
the US seacoast. See also TIDAL SHORELINE.
GREAT AWAKENING: during the mid–18th century, a Protestant
religious revival in North America, especially New England.
GROSS STATE PRODUCT: the total value of goods and services
produced in the state.
GROWING SEASON: the period between the last 32°f (0°c) temperature in spring and the first 32°f (0°c) temperature in autumn.
HOME-RULE CHARTER: a document stating how and in what respects a city, town, or county may govern itself.
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ALABAMA
State of Alabama

ORIGIN OF STATE NAME: Probably after the Alabama Indian tribe. NICKNAME: The Heart of Dixie. CAPITAL: Montgomery. ENTERED UNION: 14 December 1819 (22nd). SONG: “Alabama.” MOTTO: Aldemus jura
nostra defendere (We dare defend our rights). COAT OF ARMS: Two eagles, symbolizing courage, support a

shield bearing the emblems of the five governments (France, England, Spain, Confederacy, US) that have held
sovereignty over Alabama. Above the shield is a sailing vessel modeled upon the ships of the first French settlers of Alabama; beneath the shield is the state motto. FLAG: Crimson cross of St. Andrew on a square white
field. OFFICIAL SEAL: The map of Alabama, including names of major rivers and neighboring states, surrounded by the words “Alabama Great Seal.” BIRD: Yellowhammer. FISH: Tarpon. FLOWER: Camellia. TREE:
Southern (longleaf) pine. GEM: Star Blue Quartz. LEGAL HOLIDAYS: New Year’s Day, 1 January; Birthdays
of Robert E. Lee and Martin Luther King, Jr., 3rd Monday in January; George Washington’s/Thomas Jefferson’s Birthdays, 3rd Monday in February; Mardi Gras, February or March; Confederate Memorial Day, 4th
Monday in April; Jefferson Davis’s Birthday, 1st Monday in June; Independence Day, 4 July; Labor Day, 1st
Monday in September; Columbus Day/American Indian Heritage Day, 2nd Monday in October; Veterans
Day, 11 November; Thanksgiving Day, 4th Thursday in November; Christmas Day, 25 December. TIME: 6
AM CST = noon GMT.
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the northern edge of this region. North and west of the piedmont
is a series of parallel ridges and valleys running in a northeastsouthwest direction. Mountain ranges in this area include the Red,
Shades, Oak, Lookout, and other noteworthy southern extensions
of the Appalachian chain; elevations of 1,200 ft (366 m) are found
as far south as Birmingham. The Appalachian Plateau covers most
of northwestern Alabama, with a portion of the Highland Rim in
the extreme north near the Tennessee border. The floodplain of
the Tennessee River cuts a wide swath across both these northern
regions. The lowest point in the state is at sea level at the Gulf of
Mexico. The mean elevation of the state is approximately 500 ft
(153 m).
The largest lake wholly within Alabama is Guntersville Lake,
covering about 108 sq mi (280 sq km) and formed during the development of the Tennessee River region by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). The TVA lakes—also including Wheeler,
Pickwick, and Wilson—are all long and narrow, fanning outward
along a line that runs from the northeast corner of the state westward to Florence. Wetlands cover about 10% of the state.
The longest rivers are the Alabama, extending from the midcentral region to the Mobile River for a distance of about 160 mi
(260 km); the Tennessee, which flows across northern Alabama
for about the same distance; and the Tombigbee, which flows
south from north-central Alabama for some 150 mi (240 km).
The Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, which come together to form
the Mobile River, and the Tensaw River flow into Mobile Bay, an
arm of the Gulf of Mexico. The Mobile River, which has its source
in Tickanetley Creek, Georgia, has a total length of 774 mi (1,246
km) and is the twentieth longest river in the country.
About 450 million years ago, Alabama was covered by a warm,
shallow sea. Over millions of years, heavy rains washed gravel,
sand, and clay from higher elevations onto the rock floor of the sea

LOCATION, SIZE, AND EXTENT

Located in the eastern south-central United States, Alabama ranks
29th in size among the 50 states.
The total area of Alabama is 51,705 sq mi (133,915 sq km), of
which land constitutes 50,767 sq mi (131,486 sq km) and inland
water, 938 sq mi (2,429 sq km). Alabama extends roughly 200 mi
(320 km) e–w; the maximum n–s extension is 300 mi (480 km).
Alabama is bordered on the n by Tennessee; on the e by Georgia
(with part of the line formed by the Chattahoochee River); on the s
by Florida (with part of the line defined by the Perdido River) and
the Gulf of Mexico; and on the w by Mississippi (with the northernmost part of the line passing through the Tennessee River).
Dauphin Island, in the Gulf of Mexico, is the largest offshore
island. The total boundary length of Alabama is 1,044 mi (1,680
km). The state’s geographic center is in Chilton County, 12 mi (19
km) sw of Clanton.
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TOPOGRAPHY

Alabama is divided into four major physiographic regions: the
Gulf Coastal Plain, Piedmont Plateau, Ridge and Valley section,
and Appalachian (or Cumberland) Plateau. The physical characteristics of each province have significantly affected settlement
and industrial development patterns within the state.
The coastal plain, comprising the southern half of Alabama,
consists primarily of lowlands and low ridges. Included within
the coastal plain is the Black Belt—historically, the center of cotton production and plantation slavery in Alabama—an area of
rich, chalky soil that stretches across the entire width of central
Alabama. Just to the north, the piedmont of east-central Alabama
contains rolling hills and valleys. Alabama’s highest elevation,
Cheaha Mountain, 2,405 ft (733 m) above sea level, is located at
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to help form the foundation of modern Alabama. The skeletons
and shells of sea animals, composed of limy material from rocks
that had been worn away by water, settled into great thicknesses
of limestone and dolomite. Numerous caves and sinkholes formed
as water slowly eroded the limestone subsurface of northern Alabama. Archaeologists believe that Russell Cave, in northeastern
Alabama, was the earliest site of human habitation in the southeastern US. Other major caves in northern Alabama are Manitou
and Sequoyah; near Childersburg is DeSoto Caverns, a huge onyx
cave once considered a sacred place by Creek Indians.
Wheeler Dam on the Tennessee River is now a national historic
monument. Other major dams include Guntersville, Martin, Millers Ferry, Jordan, Mitchell, and Holt.
3

CLIMATE

Alabama’s three climatic divisions are the lower coastal plain,
largely subtropical and strongly influenced by the Gulf of Mexico;
the northern plateau, marked by occasional snowfall in winter;
and the Black Belt and upper coastal plain, lying between the two
extremes. Among the major population centers, Birmingham has
an annual average temperature of 63°f (17°c), with an average July
daily maximum of 90°f (32°c) and a normal January daily minimum of 33°f (1°c). Montgomery has an annual average of 65°f
(18°c), with a normal July daily average maximum of 92°f (33°c)
and a normal January daily minimum of 37°f (2°c). The average
in Mobile is 67°f (19°c), with a normal July daily maximum of
91°f (33°c) and a normal January daily minimum of 41°f (5°c).
The record low temperature for the state is -27°f (-33°c), registered at New Market, in the northeastern corner, on 30 January
1966; the all-time high is 112°f (44°c), registered at Centerville,
in the state’s midsection, on 5 September 1925. Mobile, one of the
rainiest cities in the United States, recorded an average precipitation of 66.3 in (168 cm) a year between 1971 and 2000.
Its location on the Gulf of Mexico leaves the coastal region open
to the effects of hurricanes. In August 2005, Hurricane Katrina
swept through the region, causing two deaths in Mobile, extensive
flooding, and power outages for over 300,000 people.
4

FLORA AND FAUNA

Alabama was once covered by vast forests of pine, which still form
the largest proportion of the state’s forest growth. Alabama also
has an abundance of poplar, cypress, hickory, oak, and various
gum trees. Red cedar grows throughout the state; southern white
cedar is found in the southwest, hemlock in the north. Other native trees include hackberry, ash, and holly, with species of palmetto and palm in the Gulf Coast region. There are more than 150
shrubs, mountain laurel and rhododendron among them. Cultivated plants include wisteria and camellia, the state flower.
In a state where large herds of bison, elk, bear, and deer once
roamed, only the white-tailed deer remains abundant. Other mammals still found are the Florida panther, bobcat, beaver,
muskrat, and most species of weasel. The fairly common raccoon,
opossum, rabbit, squirrel, and red and gray foxes are also native,
while nutria and armadillo have been introduced to the state. Alabama’s birds include golden and bald eagles, osprey and various
other hawks, yellowhammers or flickers (the state bird), and black
and white warblers; game birds include quail, duck, wild turkey,
and geese. Freshwater fish such as bream, shad, bass, and sucker

are common. Along the Gulf Coast there are seasonal runs of tarpon (the state fish), pompano, redfish, and bonito.
In April 2006, a total of 96 species occurring within the state
were on the threatened and endangered species list of the US Fish
and Wildlife Service. These included 79 animals, the Alabama
beach mouse, gray bat, Alabama red-belly turtle, finback and
humpback whales, bald eagle, and wood stork among them, and
17 plant species.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Under the 1982 Alabama Environmental Management Act, the
Alabama Environmental Management Commission was created
and the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM) was established. The ADEM absorbed several commissions, programs, and agencies that had been responsible for Alabama’s environment.
The Environmental Management Commission, whose seven
members are appointed to six-year terms by the governor and approved by the Alabama Senate, is charged with managing the state’s
land, air, and water resources. The ADEM administers all major
federal environmental requirements including the Clean Air Act,
Safe Drinking Water Act, and solid and hazardous waste laws. The
most active environmental groups in the state are the Alabama
Environmental Council, Sierra Club, League of Women Voters,
Alabama Audubon Council, and Alabama Rivers Alliance.
Major concerns of environmentalists in the state are the improvement of land-use planning and the protection of groundwater. Another issue is the transportation, storage, and disposal
of hazardous wastes. In 2003, the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) database listed 258 hazardous waste sites. As of
2006, 13 of these sites were on the National Priorities List; Alabama Plating Co. and Capitol City Plume were proposed sites.
One of the nation’s five largest commercial hazardous waste sites
is in Emelle, in Sumter County. In 2005, the EPA allotted over
$2.6 million through the Superfund program for the cleanup of
hazardous waste sites in the state. Alabama’s solid waste stream is
about 4.500 million tons a year (1.10 tons per capita). There are
108 municipal landfills and 8 curbside recycling programs in the
state. Air quality is generally satisfactory. But in 2003, 118.4 million lb of toxic chemicals were released by the state. In 2005, federal EPA grants awarded to the state included over $20 million for
clean water projects.
6

POPULATION

Alabama ranked 23rd in population among the 50 states in 2005
with an estimated total of 4,557,808, an increase of 2.5% since
2000. Between 1990 and 2000, Alabama’s population grew from
4,040,587 to 4,447,100, an increase of 10.1%. The population is
projected to reach 4,663,111 by 2015 and 4,800,092 by 2025.
In 2004 the median age was 37. Persons under 18 years old accounted for 24.2% of the population, while 13.2% was age 65 or
older.
Alabama experienced its greatest population growth between
1810 and 1820, following the defeat of the Creek Nation by General Andrew Jackson and his troops. Population in what is now
Alabama boomed from 9,046 in 1810 to 127,901 in 1820, as migrants from older states on the eastern seaboard poured into the
territory formerly occupied by the Creek Indians. Thousands of
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farmers, hoping to find fertile land or to become wealthy cotton planters, brought their families and often their slaves into the
young state, more than doubling Alabama’s population between
1820 and 1830. By 1860, Alabama had almost 1,000,000 residents,
nearly one-half of whom were black slaves. The Civil War brought
Alabama’s population growth almost to a standstill, largely because of heavy losses on the battlefield. The total population gain
between 1860 and 1870 was only about 30,000, whereas between
1870 and 1970, Alabama’s population rose by 150,000–300,000 every decade. During the 1980s the population increased 148,000.
In 2004, Alabama had a population density of 89.3 persons per
sq mi. First in size among Alabama’s metropolitan areas comes
greater Birmingham, which had an estimated 1,082,193 residents
in July 2004. Other major metropolitan areas were Greater Mobile, 400,526; Greater Montgomery, 355,181; and Greater Huntsville, 362,459. The city of Birmingham proper was Alabama’s largest city, with an estimated 233,149 residents in 2004; Montgomery
had 200,983, and Mobile had 192,759.
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ETHNIC GROUPS

Alabama’s population is largely divided between whites of English and Scotch-Irish descent and blacks descended from African
slaves. The 2000 census counted about 22,430 American Indians
(up from 17,000 in 1990), or 0.5% of the total population, mostly
of Creek or Cherokee descent. Creek Indians are centered around
the small community of Poarch in southern Alabama; most of
the Cherokee live in the northeastern part of the state, where the
Cherokee reservation had 12,294 residents as of 2000. In 2004,
0.5% of Alabama’s population was American Indian.
The black population of Alabama in 2000 numbered 1,155,930,
or about 26% of the total population. In 2004, the black population of Alabama amounted to 26.4% of the total population. As
before the Civil War, rural blacks are most heavily represented in
the Black Belt of central Alabama.
In 2000, the Asian population totaled 31,346, or less than 1%
of the total, and Pacific Islanders numbered 1,409; in the same
year, the population of Hispanic or Latino descent totaled 75,830,
up from 43,000 in 1990, an increase from 1% to 1.7% of the total population within the decade. In 2000, Alabama had 6,900
Asian Indians (up from 3,686 in 1990), 4,116 Koreans, and 6,337
Chinese (up from 3,529 in 1990). All told, the foreign born numbered 87,772 (2% of the state’s population) in 2000, up from 1%
10 years earlier. Among persons reporting a single ancestry group,
the leaders were Irish, 343,254 (down from 617,065 in 1990), and
English, 344,735 (down from 479,499 in 1990). In 2004, 0.8% of
the population of Alabama was Asian, 2.2% of the population was
of Hispanic or Latino origin, and 0.9% of the population reported
origins of two or more races.
Alabama’s Cajuns, of uncertain racial origin (Anglo-Saxon,
French, Spanish, Choctaw, Apache, and African elements may all
be represented), are ethnically unrelated to the Cajuns of Louisiana. Thought to number around 10,000, they live primarily in the
pine woods area of upper Mobile and lower Washington counties. Many Alabama Cajuns suffer from poverty, poor health, and
malnutrition.
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LANGUAGES

Four Indian tribes—the Creek, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Cherokee—occupied the four quarters of Alabama as white settlement
began, but by treaty agreement they were moved westward between 1814 and 1835, leaving behind such place-names as Alabama, Talladega, Mobile, and Tuscaloosa.
Alabama English is predominantly Southern, with a transition
zone between it and a smaller area into which South Midland
speech was taken across the border from Tennessee. Some features common to both dialects occur throughout the state, such
as croker sack (burlap bag), batter cakes (made of cornmeal), harp
(harmonica), and snap beans. In the major Southern speech region
are found the decreasing loss of final /r/, the /boyd/ pronunciation
of bird, soft peach (freestone), press peach (clingstone), mosquito
hawk (dragonfly), fire dogs (andirons), and gopher (burrowing turtle). In the northern third of the state are found South Midland
arm and barb rhyming with form and orb, redworm (earthworm),
peckerwood (woodpecker), snake doctor and snake feeder (dragonfly), tow sack (burlap bag), plum peach (clingstone), French harp
(harmonica), and dog irons (andirons).
Alabama has experienced only minor foreign immigration,
and in 2000, 96.1% of all residents five years old or older spoke
only English at home, a slight decrease over the 97.1% recorded
in 1990.
The following table gives selected statistics from the 2000 Census for language spoken at home by persons five years old and
over. The category “African languages” includes Amharic, Ibo,
Twi, Yoruba, Bantu, Swahili, and Somali.
language

number

percent

Population 5 years and over

4,152,278

100.0

3,989,795
162,483

96.1
3.9

162,483

3.9

89,729
14,905
13,656
5,271
4,561
4,029
2,620
2,306
2,201
2,158

2.2
0.4
0.3
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1

Speak only English
Speak a language other than English

Speak a language other than English
Spanish or Spanish Creole
German
French (incl. Patois, Cajun)
Chinese
Vietnamese
Korean
Arabic
African languages
Japanese
Italian
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RELIGIONS

Although predominantly Baptist today, Alabama was officially Roman Catholic throughout most of the 18th century, under
French and Spanish rule. A century passed between the building
of the first Catholic Church in 1702 and the earliest sustained efforts by Protestant evangelists. The first Baptist church in the state,
the Flint River Church in Madison County, was organized in 1808;
the following year, the Old Zion Methodist Church was founded
in the Tombigbee area.
During the second decade of the 19th century, settlers from
the southeastern states brought the influence of the Great Revival
to Alabama, along with the various Methodist, Presbyterian, and
Baptist sects that had developed in its wake. The first black church
in Alabama probably dates from 1820. As in other southern states,
black slaves who had previously attended the churches of their
masters formed their own churches after the Civil War. One of

Alabama
the earliest of these, the Little Zion Methodist Church, was established in 1867 in Mobile. Most freed blacks became Baptists,
however.
The vast majority of congregations in the state belong in the
category of Evangelical Protestants. As of 2000, the Southern Baptist Convention was the fastest growing and the largest denomination within the state, with 1,380,121 adherents and 3,148 congregations, representing an increase of 83 congregations since 1990.
In 2002, an additional 24,454 members joined the Southern Baptist Convention. In 2003, the United Methodist Church claimed
306,289 adherents with 1,505 congregations in all state conferences (which include some congregations in West Florida). In 2004,
there were 140,365 Roman Catholics in the state. The Church of
Christ had 119,049 adherents in 2000 and 895 congregations. The
same year there were an estimated 9,100 Jews. About 45.2% of the
population did not specify a religious affiliation.
The national headquarters of the Women’s Missionary Union of
the Southern Baptist Conference is located in Birmingham. The
organization was founded in 1888 and is one of the largest Protestant women’s mission organizations in the world, with about 1
million members.
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TRANSPORTATION

The first rail line in the state—the Tuscumbia Railroad, chartered
in 1830—made its first run, 44 mi (71 km) around the Muscle
Shoals from Tuscumbia to Decatur, on 15 December 1834. By
1852, however, Alabama had only 165 mi (266 km) of track, less
than most other southern states. Further development awaited the
end of the Civil War. Birmingham, as planned by John T. Milner,
chief engineer of the South and North Railroad, was founded in
1871 as a railroad intersection in the midst of Alabama’s booming
mining country; it subsequently became the state’s main rail center, followed by Mobile. As of 2003, Alabama had 3,735 total rail
mi (6,013 km) of track, of which the state’s five Class I railroads
accounted for 2,900 rail mi (4,690 km). In that same year, coal
accounted for the largest portion of all commodities (by weight)
shipped by rail. As of 2006, Amtrak passenger service connected Birmingham, Anniston, and Tuscaloosa with Washington and
New Orleans. Other passenger service included a route connecting Mobile with Jacksonville, Florida and New Orleans.
In settlement days the principal roads into Alabama were the
Federal Road, formerly a Creek horse path, from Georgia and
South Carolina; and the Natchez Trace, bought by the federal government (1801) from the Choctaw and Chickasaw, leading from
Kentucky and Tennessee. Throughout most of the 19th century,
road building was in the hands of private companies. Only after
the establishment of a state highway department in 1911 and the
securing of federal aid for rural road building in 1916 did Alabama begin to develop modern road systems.
As of 2004 there were 95,483 mi (151,778 km) of public streets,
roads, and highways. In the same year, the state had 1.677 million
registered automobiles, 2.778 million trucks of all types, and some
3,000 buses. There were 3.613 million licensed drivers in 2004.
Most of the major interstate highways in Alabama intersect at Birmingham: I-65, running from the north to Montgomery and Mobile; and I-59 from the northeast and I-20 from the east, which,
after merging at Birmingham, run southwestward to Tuscaloosa
and into Mississippi. Route I-85 connects Montgomery with At-
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lanta; and I-10 connects Mobile with New Orleans and Tallahassee, FL.
The coming of the steamboat to Alabama waters, beginning in
1818, stimulated settlement in the Black Belt; however, the high
price of shipping cotton by water contributed to the eventual displacement of the steamboat by the railroad. Thanks to the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Tennessee River has been transformed
since the 1930s into a year-round navigable waterway, with three
locks and dams in Alabama. The 234-mi (377-km), $2-billion Tennessee-Tombigbee project, which opened in 1985, provided a new
barge route, partly through Alabama, from the Midwest to the
Gulf of Mexico, for which the US Army Corps of Engineers cut
a 39-mi (63-km) canal and built 10 locks and dams. This was not
only the largest civilian engineering project in the United States
during the early 1980s but also by far the largest earth-moving
project in US history, displacing more earth than was moved to
build the Panama Canal.
The Alabama-Coosa and Black Warrior–Tombigbee systems
also have been made navigable by locks and dams. River barges
are used to carry bulk cargoes. There are 1,270 mi (2,043 km) of
navigable inland waterways and 50 mi (80 km) of Gulf coast. The
only deepwater port is Mobile, with a large oceangoing trade. As
of 2004, Mobile was the 11th-busiest port in the United States,
handling a total of 56.211 million tons. Total waterborne tonnage
for the state in 2003 was 72.65 million tons. The Alabama State
Docks also operates a system of 10 inland docks; and there are
several privately run inland docks.
In 2005, Alabama had a total of 277 public and private-use aviation-related facilities. This included 182 airports, 90 heliports, one
STOLport (Short Take-Off and Landing), and four seaplane bases.
The state’s largest and busiest airport is Birmingham International
Airport. In 2004, the airport had 1,498,651 enplanements.
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HISTORY

The region now known as Alabama has been inhabited for some
9,000–10,000 years. The earliest evidence of human habitation,
charcoal from an ancient campfire at Russell Cave in northeastern Alabama, is about 9,000 years old. These early peoples, probably descended from humans who crossed from Asia to North
America via the Bering Strait, moved from caves and open campsites to permanent villages about ad 1000. Some of their descendants, popularly called Mound Builders, erected huge earthen
temple mounds and simple huts along Alabama’s rivers, beginning around 1100. Moundville (near Tuscaloosa), one of the most
important Mound Builder sites in the southeastern US, includes
20 “platform mounds” for Indian buildings, dating from 1200 to
1500. When the first Europeans arrived, Alabama was inhabited by Indians, half of them either Creek or members of smaller
groups living within the Creek confederacy. The Creeks resided in
central and eastern Alabama; Cherokee Indians inhabited northeastern Alabama, the Chickasaws lived in the northwest, and the
Choctaws settled in the southwest.
During the 16th century, five Spanish expeditions entered Mobile Bay or explored the region now called Alabama. The most
extensive was that of Hernando de Soto, whose army marched
from the Tennessee Valley to the Mobile Delta in 1540. In 1702,
two French naval officers—Pierre Le Moyne, Sieur d’Iberville; and
Jean Baptiste Le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville—established Ft. Louis
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de la Mobile, the first permanent European settlement in presentday Alabama. Mobile remained in French hands until 1763, when
it was turned over to the British under the terms of the Treaty of
Paris. Because a British garrison held Mobile during the American
Revolution, that city was captured in 1780 by the forces of Spain,
an ally of the rebellious American colonists. In 1803, the United States claimed the city as part of the Louisiana Purchase, but
in vain. Spanish control of Mobile lasted until the city was again
seized during the War of 1812, this time by American troops in
1813. West Florida, including Mobile, was the only territory added to the United States as a result of that war.
At the start of the 19th century, Indians still held most of present-day Alabama. War broke out in 1813 between American settlers and a Creek faction known as the Red Sticks, who were determined to resist white encroachment. After General Andrew
Jackson and his Tennessee militia crushed the Red Sticks in 1814
at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend in central Alabama, he forced the
Creek to sign a treaty ceding some 40,000 sq mi (103,600 sq km)
of land to the United States, thereby opening about three-fourths
of the present state to white settlement. By 1839, nearly all Alabama Indians had been removed to Indian Territory.
From 1814 onward, pioneers, caught up by what was called “Alabama fever,” poured out of the Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and Kentucky into what Andrew Jackson called “the best
unsettled country in America.” Wealthy migrants came in covered
wagons, bringing their slaves, cattle, and hogs. But the great majority of pioneers were ambitious farmers who moved to the newly
opened area in hopes of acquiring fertile land on which to grow
cotton. Cotton’s profitability had increased enormously with the
invention of the cotton gin. In 1817, Alabama became a territory;
on 2 August 1819, a state constitution was adopted; and on the
following 14 December, Alabama was admitted to statehood. Alabama, then as now, was sparsely populated. In 1819, its residents
comprised 1.3% of the US population. That percentage had grown
to only 2% in 1980, but by 2004, the percentage had increased to
6.5%.
During the antebellum era, 95% of white Alabamians lived and
worked in rural areas, primarily as farmers. Although “Cotton was
king” in 19th-century Alabama, farmers also grew corn, sorghum,
oats, and vegetables, as well as razorback hogs and cattle. By 1860,
80% of Alabama farmers owned the land they tilled. Only about
33% of all white Alabamians were slave owners. Whereas in 1820
there were 85,451 free whites and 41,879 slaves, by 1860 the number of slaves had increased to 435,080, constituting 45% of the state
population. Large planters (owners of 50 slaves or more) made
up less than 1% of Alabama’s white population in 1860. However,
they owned 28% of the state’s total wealth and occupied 25% of the
seats in the legislature. Although the preponderance of the wealth
and the population in Alabama was located in the north, the success of Black Belt plantation owners at forging coalitions with industrialists enabled planters to dominate state politics both before
and after the Civil War. The planters led the secessionist movement, and most other farmers, fearing the consequences of an end
to slavery, eventually followed suit. However, 2,500 white Alabamians served in the Union Army and an estimated 8,000–10,000
others acted as Union scouts, deserted Confederate units, or hid
from conscription agents.

Alabama seceded from the Union in January 1861 and shortly
thereafter joined the Confederate States of America. The Confederacy was organized in Alabama’s Senate chamber in Montgomery, and Jefferson Davis was inaugurated president on the steps
of the capitol. Montgomery served as capital of the Confederacy
until May, when the seat of government was moved to Richmond,
VA.
Remote from major theaters of war, Alabama experienced only
occasional Union raids during the first three years of the conflict.
In the summer of 1864, however, Confederate and Union ships
fought a major naval engagement in Mobile Bay, which ended in
surrender by the outnumbered southern forces. During the Confederacy’s dying days in the spring of 1865, federal troops swept
through Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Montgomery. Their major goal,
Selma, one of the Confederacy’s main industrial centers, was left
almost as heavily devastated as Richmond or Atlanta. Estimates
of the number of Alabamians killed in the Civil War range from
25,000 upward.
During Reconstruction, Alabama was under military rule until
it was readmitted to the Union in 1868. For the next six years, Republicans held most top political positions in the state. With the
help of the Ku Klux Klan, Democrats regained political control of
the state in November 1874.
Cotton remained the foundation of the Alabama economy in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. However, with the abolition
of slavery it was now raised by sharecroppers—white and black
landless farmers who paid for the land they rented from planters
with the cotton they harvested. Alabama also attempted to create a “New South” in which agriculture would be balanced by industry. In the 1880s and 1890s, at least 20 Alabama towns were
touted as ironworking centers. Birmingham, founded in 1871, became the New South’s leading industrial center. Its promoters invested in pig iron furnaces, coal mines, steel plants, and real estate.
Small companies merged with bigger ones, which were taken over,
in turn, by giant corporations. In 1907, Birmingham’s Tennessee
Coal, Iron, and Railroad Co. was purchased by the nation’s largest
steelmaker, US Steel.
Another major Alabama enterprise was cotton milling. By
1900, 9,000 men, women, and children were employed in Alabama mills; most of these white workers were farm folk who had
lost their land after the Civil War because of mounting debts and
low cotton prices. Wages in mills were so low that entire families
had to work hours as long as those they had endured as farmers.
The rise in the rate of farm tenancy produced a corresponding
increase in social and political unrest. Discontented farmers and
factory workers allied during the 1890s in the Populist Party in an
attempt to overthrow the Bourbon Democrats, who had dominated Alabama politics for two decades. Although a number of Populists were elected to the Alabama legislature, no Populist candidate
succeeded in winning the governorship, primarily because Democrats manipulated the black vote to their own advantage. In 1901,
Alabama adopted a new state constitution containing numerous
restrictions on voting, supposedly to end vote manipulation and
restore honest elections. The tangible result of these new rules was
to disenfranchise almost all Alabama black voters and thousands
of poor whites. For example, the total number of blacks registered
in 14 counties fell from 78,311 in 1900 to 1,081 in 1903. As recently as 1941, fewer than 25% of Alabama adults were registered

Alabama
voters. In 1960, no blacks voted in Lowndes or Wilcox counties,
which were 80% and 78% black, respectively.
As one of the poorest states in the country, Alabama benefited
disproportionately from the New Deal. Yet, like other southern
states, Alabama viewed the expansion of the national government’s
role with mixed feelings. Alabamians embraced federal aid, even
lobbying for military bases, while seeing federal power as a threat
to the “southern way of life,” which included racial segregation.
During the 1950s and 1960s, national attention focused on civil rights demonstrations in Alabama, including the Montgomery
bus boycott of 1955, the Birmingham and University of Alabama
demonstrations of 1963, and the voting rights march from Selma
to Montgomery in 1965. The primary antagonists were Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and Governor George C. Wallace, an opponent of integration. These black protests and the sometimes violent reactions
to them, such as the 1963 bombing of a church in Birmingham
in which four young black girls—Denise McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Rosamond Robertson, and Addie Mae Collins—were
killed, helped influence the US Congress to pass the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Four former Ku
Klux Klansmen were suspects in the church bombing: Robert E.
Chambliss, Bobby Frank Cherry, Herman Frank Cash, and Thomas E. Blanton Jr. In 1977, Robert Chambliss was convicted of the
murders and was sentenced to a life term. He died in prison in
1985. Suspect Herman Cash died in 1994, without having been
charged of the crime. Blanton and Cherry were indicted on four
counts each of first-degree and reckless murder in 2000. Cherry
was subsequently ruled mentally incompetent to stand trial, but
Blanton was convicted of four counts of first-degree murder in
2001, and sentenced to four life terms. Cherry was later deemed
competent to stand trial, and in 2002, he was convicted and sentenced to an automatic life term in prison. Cherry died in 2004.
Once the most tightly segregated city in the nation, Birmingham has become thoroughly integrated in public facilities, and in
1979 the city elected its first black mayor, Richard Arrington. The
civil rights era brought other momentous changes to Alabama.
Hundreds of thousands of black voters are now an important force
in state politics. Blacks attend school, colleges, and universities of
their choice and enjoy equal access to all public facilities. On the
whole, new racial attitudes among most whites have contributed
to a vast improvement in the climate of race relations since 1960.
Indeed, a significant amount of black support contributed to Wallace’s election to a fourth term as governor in 1982. When he died
in September 1998 he was given a full state funeral and his family
received condolences from black leaders. In 1984 there were 314
black elected officials, including 25 mayors, 19 lawmakers in the
Alabama state legislature, and an associate justice of the state supreme court. In 1990, 704 blacks held elective office, and by 2001,
the number had increased to 756.
In many respects Alabama has resisted change more successfully than any other state in the Deep South. The state’s tax system
remains the most regressive in the country. In 1982, the state legislature passed a law prohibiting taxation at market value of land
owned by timber companies (timber comprises the state’s largest
industry). Alabama does not use property taxes to fund schools;
instead, public education revenue is derived principally from state
income tax (54.6% in 2004) and sales tax (31.9% in 2004). In the
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late 1990s, the state worked to increase teachers’ salaries and bring
other measures in line with national education statistics. Alabama
has had one of the highest infant mortality rates in the nation, owing in part to widespread poverty. (Alabama and West Virginia
were tied for 43rd out of the 50 states in terms of general health
and health care in 2004.) Though Alabama’s poverty rate steadily
declined during the last decades of the 1900s, it remained among
the nation’s poorer states. In 1969, 25.4% of Alabamians lived below federal poverty levels. By 1989 the figure dropped to 18.3%,
and in 1998, it decreased to an estimated 15%, which was still the
13th-highest rate in the nation. By the end of the millennium, 16%
of Alabamians lived in poverty, compared to 12.4% of the US population. Alabama is the only state to tax residents earning less than
$5,000 a year. The poorest families in the state pay about 11% of
their earnings in income, sales, and other local taxes.
A strange turn of events in 1986 resulted in the election of the
first Republican governor since Reconstruction. The Democratic
candidate, state attorney general Charles Graddick, was stripped
of his party’s nomination by a federal panel because of crossover
Republican voting in the Democratic primary. His replacement,
Lieutenant Governor Bill Baxley, lost the election to a little-known
pro-business Republican and former Baptist preacher, Guy Hunt.
Hunt was reelected in 1990 but was confronted early in his second
term with accusations of financial misdeeds, including personal
use of official resources and mismanagement of public funds. In
1992, Hunt was indicted on 13 separate felony counts. The following year, he was found guilty of fraud and conspiracy charges and
forced to resign the governorship, becoming the fourth governor
in the nation’s history to be convicted of criminal charges while
in office.
In 1999, Alabama received the second largest surplus in the history of the state; the $57 million budget surplus was credited to
tight controls over agency spending. In 2003, the state had a $675
million budget deficit, and Governor Bob Riley proposed a $1.2
billion tax increase, raising individual and corporate taxes by $461
million and local and state property taxes by $465 million. In a
September 2003 referendum, Alabama voters rejected Riley’s tax
increase; only 33% of voters cast their ballots in favor of the plan.
Alabama was severely affected by Hurricane Katrina in August
2005. An original six Alabama counties (Baldwin, Mobile, Washington, Clarke, Choctaw, and Sumter) were declared by President
George W. Bush to be federal disaster areas. Later, President Bush
approved Governor Riley’s request to add more Alabama counties
to the federal disaster relief list: residents of Greene, Hale, Pickens,
and Tuscaloosa were deemed eligible for individual assistance, and
Hale, Jefferson, Marengo, and Tuscaloosa counties were deemed
eligible for infrastructure assistance due to storm damage.
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STATE GOVERNMENT

Alabama has had six constitutions, the most recent one dating
from 1901. By January 2005 that document had been amended
766 times. In 2002, amid calls for a constitutional convention, voters approved a constitutional amendment providing that no constitution could be adopted without voter approval.
Alabama’s bicameral legislature consists of a 35-seat Senate and
a 105-seat House of Representatives, all of whose members are
elected at the same time for four-year terms. Legislative sessions
are held each year, convening on the second Tuesday in January in
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general election years, on the first Tuesday in March in years following general election years, and on the first Tuesday in February
all other years. (There is a legal provision for an organizational session prior to the stated convening date—on the second Tuesday in
January for ten calendar days in the year following a general election.) Session length is limited to 30 legislative days in 105 calendar days. Only the governor may call special sessions, which are
limited to 12 legislative days in 30 calendar days. Senators must
be at least 25 years old; representatives, 21. Legislators must have
resided in the state for at least three years before election and in
the district forat least one year. Under federal pressure, in 1983
the legislature approved a reapportionment plan, effective in 1986,
that was expected to increase black representation. In 2004, Alabama’s legislators received a per diem salary of $10 during regular
sessions; each member was also paid $50 per diem for the performance of his or her duties as a member of any authorized interim
legislative committee or subcommittee, and $75 for attendance for
any other legislative business. Legislators in 2004 received living
expenses in the amount of $2,280 per month plus $50 per day for
the three days per week that the legislature actually meets. Legislators’ terms of office begin on the day after election and expire on
the day after election four years later.
State elected officials are the governor and lieutenant governor
(separately elected), secretary of state, attorney general, treasurer,
auditor, and commissioner of agriculture and industries. The governor, who serves for four years, must be at least thirty years old
and must have been a US citizen for ten years and a citizen of the
state for seven. The governor is limited to a maximum of two consecutive terms. As of December 2004, Alabama’s governor earned
a salary of $96,361, and was entitled to reimbursement of travel
expenses.
Alabama Presidential Vote by Political Parties, 1948–2004

A bill becomes a law when it is passed by at least a majority of
a quorum of both houses and is either signed by the governor,
left unsigned for six days (Sundays excluded) while the legislature
is in session, or passed over the governor’s veto by a majority of
the elected members of each house. A bill must pass both houses
in the same form. The governor may pocket veto a measure submitted fewer than five days before adjournment by not signing it
within 10 days after adjournment. The governor may amend one
or more provisions of any bill, but the legislature may override
them by a majority vote. The governor does not have the line-item
veto.
The submission of a constitutional amendment to the electorate requires the approval of three-fifths of the membership of each
house, but such amendments can also be adopted by constitutional convention. Amendments are ratified by a majority vote of the
electorate.
Voters in Alabama must be US citizens, state and county citizens, and at least 18 years old. Restrictions apply to convicted felons and those declared mentally incompetent by the court.
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POLITICAL PARTIES

The major political parties in Alabama are the Democratic and
Republican parties, each affiliated with the national party organization. The Republicans are weak below the federal-office level.
Pre–Civil War political divisions in the state reflected those
found elsewhere in the South. Small and subsistence farmers, especially in the northern hill country and pine forest areas, tended
to be Jacksonian Democrats, while the planters of the Black Belt
and the river valleys often voted Whig. After a period of Radical
Republican rule during Reconstruction, the Bourbon Democrats,
whose party then served largely the interests of wealthy proper-

YEAR

ELECTORAL VOTE

ALABAMA WINNER

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

STATES’ RIGHTS
DEMOCRAT

PROHIBITION
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1948
1952

11
11

Thurmond (SRD)
Stevenson (D)

—
275,075

40,930
149,231

171,443
—

1,026
1,814

1,522
—

1956

11

Stevenson (D)

279,542

195,694

—

—

—

—
—

UNPLEDGED

20,323
NAT’L STATES’ RIGHTS

1960

11

*Kennedy (D)

318,303

236,110

4,367
UNPLEDGED DEMOCRAT

1964
1968

10

Goldwater (R)

10

Wallace (AI)

—
195,918

479,085
146,591

210,782

—

AMERICAN IND.

AM. IND. DEMOCRAT

687,664

3,814

10,518

AMERICAN

1972

9

*Nixon (R)

256,923

728,701

11,928

8,559

AMERICAN IND.

1976
1980

9
9

*Carter (D)
*Reagan (R)

659,170
636,730

504,070
654,192

1984
1988

9
9

*Reagan (R)
*Bush (R)

551,899
549,506

872,849
815,576

1992
1996

9
9

Bush (R)
Dole (R)

690,080
662,165

804,283
769,044

2000

9

*Bush, G. W. (R)

692,611

941,173

9,198
—

—
COMMUNIST

6,669
—

1,954
—

9,504
8,460

—
3,311

5,737
5,290

2,161
—
IND. (Buchanan)
6,351
IND. (Peroutka)
1,994

—
—
IND. (Perot)
183,109
92,149
IND. (Nader)
18,323

LIBERTARIAN

5,893
IND. (Badnarik)

2004

9

*Bush, G. W. (R)

*Won US presidential election.

693,933

1,176,394

3,529

6,701

